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WELCOME!
If there is one thing choral singers can agree on, it’s that 
music is better when made with friends. This spirit of 
collaboration drives our ’23/’24 season: Baltimore, Better 
Together. Handel Choir is joining forces with some of the 
most talented musicians in our community to share the 
beauty of choral singing throughout our region. And, with 
a newly expanded four concert season, plus an appearance 
with the BSO, there are even more opportunities to hear our 
singers’ melodious strains!

Our season curtain rises with Ignite the Horizon! – its title drawn from Lili 
Boulanger’s fiery paean to the sun, Hymne au Soleil. Moving works by Janaček and 
Hailstork wed millenia-old prayers to Czech and Black American folk music, casting 
the spiritual in a deeply personal light. Handel Choir is thrilled to share the stage 
with Maryland State Boychoir and lauded Baltimore artists Devin Mercer and  
Eric Conway for this journey of hope, longing, and triumph.

Come revel in Handel’s glorious music performed on Baroque instruments during 
our Period-Perfect Messiah. Our full vocal and orchestral forces will play old 
favorites and lesser-known gems, and of course your yearly dose of the Hallelujah 
Chorus. It’s a perfect way to kick off the holiday season!

Need more Handelian cheer to keep away the winter chill? Handel Choir returns 
to the Meyerhoff this December for Baroque Christmas with the BSO. Conductor 
Patrick Quigley of Seraphic Fire fame will lead music that stirs the soul and pleases 
the heart.

Our love for Charm City is on full display in Made in Baltimore, Too, Handel 
Choir’s celebration of the poets, composers, and musicians that make Baltimore 
great. Steinway artist and BSO pianist Lura Johnson exhibits her virtuosic artistry 
in works by Liszt and Grieg, as well as new work for chorus and piano by prize-
winning composer Daniel Sabzghabaei.

The music of Bach and Handel provided crucial inspiration to Mozart, 
Mendelssohn, Brahms, and Stravinsky–to name only a few! This May, Handel 
Choir teams up with vocal ensemble Third Practice to further this tradition of 
Baroque reimagining in From Baroque to Barnes. This program spotlights the 
Baroque’s unique approach to stirring the passions, and how it sparked the creative 
imagination of Jasmine Barnes for her newest cantata.

To all the patrons, donors, and musicians who are so essential to our vocal artistry, 
thank you – we are so privileged to share our time and talents in this wonderful city 
we call home!

Brian Bartoldus 
Artistic Director

Bring your best self, 
we’ll add the rest.

The homes and apartments at Miller’s Grant 
offer spacious living options, including 
single-family and duplex homes and one and 
two-bedroom apartments. Our concierge- 
style services and amenities offer a lifestyle 
of comfort and convenience in a friendly, 
engaging community.

Discover 
Lutheran Village 
at Miller’s Grant

and the

best
of retirement living

9000 Fathers Legacy  |  Ellicott City, MD 21042

410-465-2005
millersgrant.org/betterliving
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ARTISTIC LEADERSHIP

BRIAN BARTOLDUS 
Brian Bartoldus has served as Artistic Director of Handel 
Choir of Baltimore since 2017. Active in the Baltimore/
Washington area for many years, he earned his DMA 
in choral conducting from the Yale School of Music, 
studying with Marguerite Brooks, Jeffrey Douma, and 
Simon Carrington. He studied composition, organ, and 
conducting at Shenandoah University, where his primary 
teachers included William Averitt, Steven Cooksey, 
and Robert Shafer. A skilled organist, Brian has been a 

featured soloist with the Frederick Symphony Orchestra and the Mount St. Mary’s 
Camerata. He serves as the Music Director and Organist of Frederick Presbyterian 
Church, and is the Artistic Director Emeritus of the professional vocal ensemble 
Third Practice. 

THOMAS HETRICK 
Associate Conductor and Accompanist Thomas Hetrick 
has been keyboard specialist for Handel Choir of 
Baltimore since 1987, accompanying choral rehearsals 
and solo coachings, as well as playing continuo organ 
and harpsichord in performances. He earned a Master 
of Music degree from the Peabody Conservatory in 
Baltimore in 1977 and has since distinguished himself 
in the Washington-Baltimore region as an organist, 
harpsichordist, pianist, conductor and vocal coach. He 

accompanies and coaches singers in opera and oratorio repertoire throughout the 
Mid-Atlantic region. Currently, Tom is Organist/Choirmaster at Mount Calvary 
Roman Catholic Church in Baltimore.

BALTIMORE’S PREMIER
EARLY MUSIC ENSEMBLE

Tickets $35  |  $10 for students
SUBSCRIPTIONS AVAILABLE 410.728.2820  WWW.PROMUSICARARA.ORG

October 1
Conversation with the Lute

February 25
SuperBach Sunday

April 7 
The French Connection

BALTIMORE’S PREMIER
EARLY MUSIC ENSEMBLE

48th SEASON   
2023-2024

CONCERTS: 

Sundays at 3:30 pm
Pre-concert talks at 2:30 pm

Grace Methodist Church
5407 N Charles St. 

Baltimore, MD 21210 
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Handel Choir of Baltimore was founded by singers who performed Mendelssohn’s 
Elijah with the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra in 1934. Interested in promoting 
and performing classical choral-orchestral music, the original members chose 
Handel as their namesake and Messiah for their first performance, inaugurating  
an annual performance tradition which has continued uninterrupted. 

The Choir has presented masterpieces of the choral and choral-orchestral 
repertoire as well as music new to Baltimore audiences. Rather than performing 
in a fixed venue, the Choir is proud to present subscription concerts in a variety 
of concert halls, churches, and synagogues throughout the metropolitan area. 
Frequent informal performances during the year include concerts for retirement 
communities, civic events, and educational programs. The Handel Choir vocal 
ensemble is a community-based, semi-professional auditioned ensemble of  
roughly fifty singers, each of whom pays dues and purchases their own music  
for the privilege of singing. 

The Handel Period Instrument Orchestra, employing the use of historical period 
instruments for performances of Baroque, Classical and Early Romantic music,  
was introduced in 2004 with the appointment of Melinda O’Neal as artistic  
director and conductor. In 2006 the Handel Choir formed the Chandos Singers,  
an ensemble named after the Duke of Chandos, one of Handel’s earliest patrons 
when he moved to London from Germany. This ensemble includes singers selected 
from the larger Handel Choir membership. 

In recent history, Handel Choir has performed with the Baltimore Symphony 
Orchestra and, under the direction of Maestro Brian Bartoldus, in 2022 sang for 
Chorus America to open their National Convention in Baltimore. In addition to its 
roots in the Baroque, the choir is committed to showcasing recent and emerging 
composers from in and around Baltimore, featured in our biennial “Made in 
Baltimore” events. The choir will celebrate its 90th season in 2024-25! 

HANDEL CHOIR OF BALTIMORE
Soprano
Natalie Beglau-Pueyo
Linda F. Berman
Maria Blanca
Lara Bruckmann
Sarah Bruns
Alena Davidoff-Gore
Shoshana Davidoff-Gore
Theresa Dowdle
Elena Giannella
Heather Hostetler
Julia McCabe
Shana Oshiro
Soyoung Park
Ashley Powers
Sue Pumplin
LaToya Roker*

Altos
Marian C. Alessandroni
Virginia Arey
Laurie Bacon†*
Cheryl J. Campo

Shira Jamie Catelinet
Peggy Dawson
Alison Dyszel
Hannah Fritz 
Emily Geiger
Leslie Greenwald†
Emily Hanson
Mary Beth Jorgensen
Nicole Mitchell
Julia Peled
Amy Sheridan†**
Hyesun Stuart

Tenor
Christopher Allison
Joshua Bornfield
Robert Burgard
James Callahan
David Fisher
Ryan Foreman 
Patrick Klink
Catherine La Costa
John La Costa

Leroy Ludwick‡†
Aaron Paige
Benjamin Skerritt-Davis*

Bass
Ian Arthur
Timothy John Callahan
David Frieswyk
Henry S. Gibbons*
Kenneth M. Knight†
Tod Myers
Mark Oldenburg
David Pumplin
Steven J. Ralston†
Jason Rudy†
Kevin D. Smith

†Board Member
‡Ensemble Manager
*Section Leader
** Librarian
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Handel Choir  
of Baltimore
Devin Mercer tenor
Eric Conway piano
Brian Bartoldus conductor
Thomas Hetrick piano and organ

Maryland State 
Boychoir
Stephen Holmes conductor

Handel Choir of Baltimore’s 89th Season

Our 2023-2024 season is supported in part by grants from these organizations 
and the sustaining support of Preston and Nancy Athey.

Saturday, October 28, 2023 | 7:30 p.m.
Maryland State Boychoir Center for the Arts
3400 Norman Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21213
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Handel Choir of Baltimore
Handel Period Instrument Orchestra
Abigail Raiford soprano
Keith Wehmeier countertenor
Matthew Newhouse tenor
Dorian McCall bass
Brian Bartoldus conductor

George Frideric Handel, 1685–1759

1742

Empower a 
Girl. Change 
the World.

Learn more at www.rpcs.org.

HandelAdOptions.indd   1HandelAdOptions.indd   1 9/28/23   4:45 PM9/28/23   4:45 PM

Our 2023-2024 season is supported in part by grants from these organizations 
and the sustaining support of Preston and Nancy Athey.

Handel Choir of Baltimore’s 89th Season

Saturday, December 9, 2023 
7:30 pm
Grace United Methodist Church
5407 North Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21210

Sunday, December 10, 2023 
3:00 pm

Christ Lutheran Church
701 South Charles Street

Baltimore, MD 21230
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Handel Choir  
of Baltimore
Lura Johnson piano
Keith Snipes baritone
Brian Bartoldus conductor

Saturday, March 9, 2024  
7:30 p.m.

Grace United Methodist Church
5407 North Charles Street 

Baltimore, MD 21210

OperaBaltimore.org/tickets

Rigoletto
Oct 20 | Oct 22

 
Opera Baltimore Gala

Feb 3
 

Eugene Onegin 
Feb 28 | Mar 1 | Mar 3

 
The Impresario
Apr 10 | 12 | 14

 
 

15th Season

Our 2023-2024 season is supported in part by grants from these organizations 
and the sustaining support of Preston and Nancy Athey.

Handel Choir of Baltimore’s 89th Season
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Handel Choir of Baltimore
Handel Period Instrument  
Chamber Ensemble
Third Practice
Katelyn Jackson soprano
Shauna Kreidler Michels soprano
Joshua Bornfield tenor
Daryl Yoder bass
Brian Bartoldus conductor

15

410.554.8644

C o n t a c t  U s The Maryland State Boychoir

Center for the Arts

3400 Norman Avenue

Baltimore, MD 21213

Sunday, October 1, 2023 - 4:00 PM
Kick-Off Concert

 
December 10, 16, and 17, 2023 - 4:00 PM

Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols
 

Sunday, February 25, 2024 - 3:00 PM
African American Celebration Concert

 
Sunday, April 21, 2024 - 4:00 PM

Spring Concert
 

Saturday, May 18, 2024 - 7:30 PM
Baltimore Boychoir Festival Concert

2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 4  S i g n a t u r e  E v e n t s

T H E  M A R Y L A N D  S T A T E  B O Y C H O I R
 

A U D I T I O N S

Private theory and voice instruction

National and international touring opportunities

Winter & Summer Camps

Varied repertoire of ancient, classical, and modern music

Inclusive fraternal community 

Membership in the MSB includes:

Auditions for the MSB are low-key and fun! 

To schedule an audition, call our office or fill
out the Audition Request Form on our
website.

Schedule an Audition!

info@marylandstateboychoir.org

Visit our social media pages & our website to learn more about these events! 
Tickets may be purchased at marylandstateboychoir.org/tickets

Artistic Director
Stephen Holmes

Assistant Director
Joseph Shortall

Our 2023-2024 season is supported in part by grants from these organizations 
and the sustaining support of Preston and Nancy Athey.

Handel Choir of Baltimore’s 89th Season

Saturday, May 11, 2024  
7:30 p.m.

Second Presbyterian Church
4200 St. Paul Street 

Baltimore, MD 21218
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BOARD, STAFF AND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Jason Rudy* 
President
Laurie Bacon* 
Vice President
Leslie Greenwald*  
Treasurer
Leroy Ludwick* 
Secretary
Brian Bartoldus 
ex officio 
Cynthia Bell 
ex officio 

Marta Harting 
Kenneth Knight*
Mark McGrath 
Melinda O’Neal 
Artistic Director & Conductor Emerita
Steven Ralston*
Lois Schenck
Amy Sheridan*
Ellery B. Woodworth 
emeritus

*Choir member

STAFF
Brian Bartoldus Artistic Director & Conductor 
Thomas Hetrick Associate Conductor & Accompanist
Cynthia Bell Managing Director
Leroy Ludwick Choir Manager
Caroline Mapp Bookkeeper
Phoebe Bacon, Madison Cherry, Judith Clague and Senior Box Office,  
Amy Davidoff, Steven Gore, Samantha and Will Meister Murray,  
and Linda Talley Volunteers

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Madison Cherry, Amy Davidoff, Steven Gore, Denique Isaac, Scott Nunn,  
and Linda Talley box office & logistics
Leslie Greenwald bookkeeping
TJ Callahan, Lance Fisher, Stephen Harouff, Ben Hawker, Thomas Hetrick, 
Patrick Klink, Shauna Kreidler Michels, Shana Oshiro BSO Video Game Symphony
Leroy Ludwick choir hospitality
J. Spence Holman graphic design
Amy Sheridan librarian
Andy Rosenfeld, Jonathan Palevsky and Aaron Ziegler pre-concert lecturers
Peabody Press, Swanson Graphics printing

In Memoria

CYNTHIA 
LEVERING

Board Member, 2010-2022
Dedicated mother, grandmother and 
Friend of Handel Choir

C.E.A. ScholteS & ASSociAteS
Certified Public Accountants

Christopher E.A. Scholtes, CPA

Chris@ScholtesCPA.com
www.ScholtesCPA.com     410.323.0010

Accounting & Auditing Services

Servicing small/middle market businesses, nonprofit 
organizations and high tech emerging companies.

Congratulations to Handel Choir 
on an outstanding performance!



18 19

Alex Carney production manager (Grace UMC)
Max Kuzmyak recording engineer/livestreaming
Church of the Holy Comforter and Towson Unitarian Universalist Church 
rehearsal space
Kenneth Knight social media and catering
Paul Ritterhoff sound engineer
Jill Schumann strategic plan consultant
Phoebe Bacon, Judith Clague and Senior Box Office, Madison Cherry, Amy 
Davidoff, Steven Gore, Linda Talley, Samantha Murray, and Will Murray ushers
Grace United Methodist Church, Christ Lutheran Church venues
Marian Alessandroni, Mary Chapman, Henry Gibbons, Theodore Myers,  
Yvonne Ottaviano, Steven Ralston housing and transportation

IRA CHARITABLE 
ROLLOVER
As you consider a donation to 
Handel Choir, please bear in mind 
that you may make a qualified 
charitable distribution (QCD) 
directly from your IRA instead of 
taking your required minimum 
distribution, if you are at least  
70 1/2 years old. While you won’t 
receive an income tax deduction 
for a QCD, the amount will not 
be included as taxable income 
for the year. This only applies to 
IRAs and not to other retirement 
accounts.

Note this does not constitute 
tax advice - you should consult 
your tax and/or financial advisor 
to determine how this applies to 
your personal situation.

DONORS
Handel Choir of Baltimore gratefully acknowledges the following donors for 
their generous support. This list is as complete as possible and represents 
cumulative giving for the period December 1, 2022 to September 15, 2023.  
Please let us know of errors or omissions.

SILVER CIRCLE ($25,000 AND ABOVE)
Preston and Nancy Athey
Cynthia Levering

Maryland State Arts Council

HANDEL SOCIETY ($10,000-$24,999)
Bruce and Leslie Greenwald John and Catherine La Costa

BENEFACTOR ($5,000-$9,999)
Baltimore County Commission on  
Arts and Sciences

Frederick Frey
William Sweet

SPONSOR ($1,000-$4,999)
William G. Baker Jr. Memorial  
Grants Fund 
Brian and Santana Bartoldus
Alfred DeRenzis
Anne and David Hamburger  
in memory of Cindy Levering
Leroy Ludwick

John McDaniel
Mark McGrath
George Oswinkle
Robert Prince
Steven J. Ralston & W. Robert Hair
Jason Rudy
John and Susan Warshawsky

PATRON ($500 TO $999)
Anonymous
Ethan and Lynne Assal
Malcolm Brown
Kim Z. Golden
Kenneth Knight and Tim Guy

Peter Leffman
Joan McCready
Carole Lynne Price
Venable Foundation

CONTRIBUTOR (UP TO $499)
Anonymous
Marian Alessandroni
Ibtisam Amer
Chet and Maria Andrzejewski
Miles and Susan Baxter
Nan and Cyrus Bloom

Brenda Bodian
Gail Bornfield
Rebecca Catelinet
Charles Coe
Victoria M. Commins
Selden F. Cooper and Paige Edwards

GERTRUDE'S
John Shields Celebrates

Chesapeake Cuisine

Reservations 410.889.3399

GertrudesBaltimore.com
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Patrick Coyle
Mary Ruzicka and E.D. Crook
Alena Davidoff-Gore and Alvaro Morales
Peggy Dawson
Dennis Debiak
John Dendrinos and  
Cathy Morgan-Dendrinos
Hilary Don
Jim and Margaret Don
Stanley Dorman
Melody Douglass
William Fallowfield and Faye Houston
Rebecca Ferrell
Miriam P. Fine
Charles Fisk
Marjorie Forster
Claire And Howard Freeland
Peter and Ann Green
Brigitte E. and Richard M. Greenwald
Linda Hannam
Jacque Johnston
Cheryl and Daryl Kauffman
Mary and Ronald Leach
Michael Lee
Joseph J. Leube, Jr
Ann M. & Ernest Eugene Leyh
Wally and Priscilla Lippincott
Henry Lowe
Cris Imle and Colin Mackenzie
Anne V. Majerik TRT

Caroline Mapp
Aaron Max
Steven and Mary McKay
Patricia Meisol
Suzanne Detry-Meny & Dr. Robert Meny
Elizabeth Nuss
Melinda O’Neal
Leslie Owsley
Jack Parrack
Marguerite Pelissier
Cathy Permut
Donald Regier
Tony Rivera
Vicente Roa and Maria Solaun
Allegra Hamman and Doug Schmidt
Amy Sheridan
Alexander Short
Gary and Donna Sinquefield
Mark Stern and Susan Seifert
Diane and Damie Stillman
Linda Talley 
Philomena Thomas
Tom Toale
Evelyn Todd
Linda Turbyville
Irma And Mack Walker
Raymond S. Wise
Deborah Schultz Woods and Gus Lewis
Val, Sharon and Eda Woodward

IN KIND
Leslie Greenwald bookkeeper
Steven Gore and Linda Talley  
box office volunteers
Marian Alessandroni, Mary Chapman, 
Henry Gibbons, Theodore Myers,  
Yvonne Ottaviano, Steven Ralston 
housing and transportation

Jill Schumann strategic planning 
consultant 
Madison Cherry, Judi Clague and Senior 
Box Office, Amy Davidoff, Steven Gore, 
Samantha and Will Meister Murray, 
Mark McGrath ushers

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
Dear Musical Friends,

Welcome to our the 89th season! Since 1935, Handel 
Choir of Baltimore has brought exceptional music to 
audiences in and around our wonderful city. From the 
beginning, Handel Choir has been a choir of Baltimore, 
a mainstay of the community reaching from the Great 
Depression through to the present day. We are so 
happy to be here, and to extend our welcome to all of 
you, our audience and our greatest source of support. 

This season the choir emphasizes its connections to 
the greater Baltimore community through a series  
of collaborative concerts: with the Maryland State 

Boychoir, the chamber ensemble Third Practice, and newly commissioned works 
by Baltimore-born composer Jasmine Barnes and the winner of our first Emerging 
Composers Competition, Daniel Sabzghabaei. Sabzghabaei’s work will set to music  
the poetry of Baltimore’s own Frances Harper, among the most important 
abolitionist writers of the nineteenth century. All that, plus an entire concert 
celebrating Baltimore music and musicians, featuring Baltimore Symphony 
Orchestra principal pianist Lura Johnson, and our annual period-perfect  
Messiah, too!

As we head toward our 90th season, we are thrilled to emphasize our longstanding 
place in the Baltimore community, and also to be building new connections to carry 
us forward. Please consider supporting us with a donation of any size as we plan 
an exciting anniversary-year celebration. Your contributions help us continue the 
work we love – the singing we know you, our audience, love as well. 

I value Handel Choir in part because it so enthusiastically straddles the old and the 
new: the baroque and the cutting-edge. Our singers appreciate tradition, and they 
also enjoy the challenge of new works and new sounds. Thank you for joining us as 
we continue this journey. We are truly delighted to have you with us.

Jason Rudy
President, Board of Trustees  



Venable proudly supports the
Handel Choir of Baltimore,
and we offer our best wishes for 
a successful 2023–2024 season.

CA  |  DC  |  DE  |  FL  |  IL  |  MD  |  NY  |  VA  

Marta D. Harting, Esq.  |  750 E. Pratt Street, Suite 900, Baltimore, MD  |  Attorney advertising.

Celebrating Those Who Bring 
Harmony to Our Communities


